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JOB OPENINGS

Spruce Lake, Canadensis, PA, is
seeking a chef and cook. This position is full-time and year-round
participating in Spruce Lake’s
Christian ministry by using skills
in all aspects of food production and quality food service for
guests. Join a staff team dedicated
to providing outstanding dining
experiences, ensuring that quality culinary dishes are served
on schedule, and correcting any
problems that arise quickly and
effectively. Contact Food Service Director, Spruce Lake, 5389
Route 447, Canadensis, PA 18325;
800-822-7505. Please apply online
at
www.sprucelake.org/about/
employment.
Bethany Birches Camp, Plymouth, VT, is seeking a year-round,
full-time Program Director. A
suitable candidate would have the
ability to zoom out and match a
vision for the program with the
organization’s history and overall
direction, yet an hour later practice the finer points of supervision and maybe even help build a
fire. One would need to be good
at managing time and switching
tasks day in and day out (perhaps
in the winter organizing the office,
interviewing a potential counselor and also helping with snow removal). One must identify deeply
with the core values of Bethany
Birches Camp and be excited
about the mission. A love of being outside is a must. Applicants
must be 25 years or older, have a
bachelors degree or higher, have
experience with supervision and
have an Anabaptist perspective or
at least a deep understanding of
that theology. Housing included
on site. Visit www.bethanybirches.org/pd/ for more information
and to apply.

MCA 2018 BI-NATIONAL REFLECTIONS
BRETHREN RETREAT

“SO CAN’T WE ALL JUST GET ALONG HERE?” These are words I often think about
when contemplating the current climate in the church today. So I was especially pleased
to experience the spirit and intention of the 2018 Mennonite Camping Association
bi-national gathering at Camp Friedenswald in Cassopolis, MI. Our group was not as
large as some other conventions – about 55 persons – but we were quite wide spread
geographically. Camps from the states of Washington, Vermont, Colorado, New York, and
many places in between were represented, as was Hidden Acres from New Hamburg,
Ontario, Canada. It was evident at the business meeting that there was great desire from
the camps involved to include ALL our MCA camps, wherever they may be located, to
be an integral part of our fellowship group. I greatly appreciated the camaraderie of the
participants and the excellent hospitality from our hosts at Friedenswald. We hope you
can join us at Spruce Lake in Canadensis, PA for the 2020 convention!
~ Keith Zehr, President, Mennonite Camping Association
This year’s MCA retreat was a blessing in so many
ways. Coming from eastern Virginia, my crew at
Williamsburg Christian Retreat Center had about
a 12 hour total drive. The car ride up to Camp
Friedenswald consisted of sleeping most of the time,
something I’m a true professional at. When I was
awake, the road trip consisted of games and good
conversation with my fellow staff members.
The event itself provided ample time to retreat,
connect with other camp leaders, and connect with
the Lord in a new environment. My favorite workshop
had to be the Costa Rican cooking workshop where
I was able to improve in my craft of eating good
food (Ellie and Vicky, the cooks at Friedenswald, are
awesome!) The Program Director peer group that I
was a part of also allowed me to ask questions, give
answers, and fellowship with other program directors
who face challenges similar to mine.
At the end of the day, the MCA retreat was a great
confirmation of why I work at Williamsburg Christian
Retreat Center. It encouraged and energized me to
pursue God daily in my position in camping ministry.
Looking forward to the next one!
~ Josh Brown, Williamsburg Christian Retreat
Center, Toano, VA
Jonathon Fridley, Camp Friedenswald crafted this centering visual for the
gathering. On it is each camp who attended and the distance traveled.
Top: As a departing blessing, each camp is gifted their camp sign.
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MORE BI-NATIONAL REFLECTIONS

When asked to write up a little reflection around the MCA gatherings it was very obvious in my mind what two points I would
reflect upon:
Relationships. Over the years it has been such a gift getting to know other “camp folk”. These people “get it”, they get what it’s
like living at and being a part of a place that is constantly welcoming others. There is something refreshing that happens when
conversations happen between people filled with suggestions, support and encouragement knowing they understand completely,
whether it being from past experiences or situations they are currently in. Camp is such a specialized mission, getting together
with those that have also been called to that mission is a joy! Fellowship is needed and God designed. I really look forward to
seeing those that I have formed relationships with over the years and catch up on what is new in their personal lives as well as
how God is working at their camps.
Stepping away, especially when it comes to ministry, is important for me. What I find is that when I am taken out of what seems
“normal” I gain a better perspective on things. I am not surrounded with my normal distractions, I am more intentional, I take
time to reflect, listen, rest, be grateful, so much can happen when, I believe, we step away.  Jesus modeled this concept beautifully
by finding quiet places after or before something big he was a part of occurred. Continually Jesus withdrew from people, daily
life activities and the demands of his ministry to be alone with his Father. MCA allows me to step away for a few days, with my
family, and enjoy being hosted, which is the complete opposite of what we are use to. I encourage you, as the busy season is
upon us all, to step away continually, for a few precious minutes with your Father. No harm can ever come out of that.
~ Amanda Pot, Hospitality Coordinator, Single Moms’ Camp Coordinator, Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp and Retreat Centre,
New Hamburg, ON

Top of page: Left: “The Triune Basis of Community” a
central theme for the week given by Luke Gascho, pictured
beside. Above: Hal Hess leads singing. Right: Cheryl Mast
teaches indoor co-op initiatives to a group of program staff.
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