MCA CONNECT!

NATURAL LINS

MENNONITE CAMPING ASSOCIATION

CAMP UPDATES

MCA Connect Calls
Quarterly, one-hour Zooms

Format: Part large group, part
breakout room by kindred
group and/or preferred topics of
discussion.

A chance to connect with MCA
peers around topics you care
about. Come with your ideas.
Topics will be set by those present
on the first call.

Dates/Times:

Call I: Friday, May 10: Ipm- EST,
[2pm- CST, |lam- MST, |0am-
PST

Call 2: Thursday, August 8th:
2pm- EST, Ipm- CST, 12pm- MST,
[ lam- PST

Calls 3: November (TBD)

Call 4: February (TBD)

Zoom links will be emailed one
week prior to current* MCA
camps/organizations.

*This is a great time to check if
your annual dues have been paid
Not sure? email: olivia.bartel@
campmennoscah.org

Camp Deerpark

Spruce Lake, Canadensis, PA, www.sprucelake.org

Two four-legged “staff members” of Equi-Librium
helped lead Spruce Lake’s Youth Ministry Team through
~ leadership training activities on March 27. Equi-Librium,
located in Nazareth, PA, is an equine therapy program
that serves differently abled people. With horses
Libby and Rosie, the team explored group dynamics,
communication and collaboration. “It was a lot of fun
interacting with the horses. They’re super-interesting
creatures!” said team member Courtney Hunsberger.
https://www.equi-librium.org/

Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp, New Hamburg, ON, www.hiddenacres.ca

New Winter Programming at Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp
In February and March, Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp ventured into new outdoor
education territory offering winter programming to local schools for the first time.
With funding received from the Government of Canada’s Community Services
Recovery Fund Hidden Acres was able to purchase forty five sets of snow shoes,
broomball equipment for twenty four players, outdoor skills gear, and a new shed to
store it all. Along with the equipment, new winter programs were developed for the
students to enjoy: snowshoeing, orienteering, shelter building, broomball, outdoor
cooking, and more.

With everything in place after developing, planning, promoting and booking, there
was deep excitement to start and welcome the first groups. There was only one
thing missing, one piece to the puzzle that was unfortunately out of the staff’s
control... the weather. The perfect fairy tale ending to this story would be that

just in the nick of time, the night before the groups came, camp was graced with

a foot of snowfall and ended up with the perfect winter conditions. This only kind
of happened with one of the five groups. Though the rest of the groups had less
than ideal conditions, it didn’t stop everyone from having a lot of fun. Whether

it was converting outdoor shelter building into an indoor architectural challenge,
or abandoning orienteering because of winter lightning storms or snow-less
snowshoeing, the staff, teachers and students were resilient and found ways to make
the less than ideal situations, great opportunities for learning and fun. With one
season of winter programming complete Hidden Acres looks forward to seeing
what next winter might bring.
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Josh Penfold (Program Director) teaching snowshoeing, with no snow, to a group of students.
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