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Bethany Birches

SAVE THE DATE
for the 2025 Regional 

Gatherings

March 10-12, 2025
West/Midwest Regional 

at Amigo Centre, 
Sturgis, MI

March 24-26, 2025
Eastern Regional 

at Williamsburg Christian 
Retreat Center, 

Toano, VA

MCA GATHERINGSMCA GATHERINGS
Spruce Lake, Canadensis, PA, www.sprucelake.org

Key changes mark an exciting new chapter in the story 
of Spruce Lake Ministries

CEO Mark Swartley has announced that, after 19 years of service at Spruce Lake and 
38 total years of executive leadership in some form, he will remove his CEO hat on 
January 1, 2025, to become CFO (Chief Financial Officer). As CFO, he will facilitate 
this transition while having more time for family.

Mark has been the energetic, visionary lifeblood of Spruce Lake Ministries, but is 
now following his heartfelt calling to “ministry with my 12, defined as my wife, three 
children, their spouses, and five grandchildren. I have given my all as an executive, and 
do not regret one moment given to this ministry!” he said.

The board has appointed Stephanie Gehman, current Youth Ministries Director, to 
become the new CEO of Spruce Lake Ministries, effective January 1. “God has been 
preparing me for this role for over a decade!” she said. Serving at Spruce Lake “some 
day” is a dream now being fulfilled! Prior to Spruce Lake, Stephanie had been Director 
of Sports Medicine Programs at Lehigh Valley Health Network, where she oversaw 
80+ athletic trainers at approximately 40 contract locations.

Read the full story at this link. https://www.sprucelake.org/directors-update/

MCA Connect is a quarterly, one-
hour Zoom for any MCA member 
camp staff.

NEXT CALL: 
Tuesday, January 7th, 
EST-2:30pm, CST-1:30pm, 
MST-12pm, PST-11am

Following Quarterly Call Dates TBD.

Zoom links will be emailed one 
week prior to MCA camps/
organizations. 

Contact olivia.bartel@
campmennoscah.org to join the 
call.

MCA CONNECT!MCA CONNECT!

Lakewood Retreat, Brooksville, FL, www.lakewoodretreat.org
A sister camp to MCA, Lakewood Retreat, received significant damage this past fall 
with hurricanes Helene and Milton. The following is information about their experience 
and ways help can be given to Lakewood in this season of rebuilding. 

October 11, 2024:  “Unfortunately Milton has torn through us and left a lot of 
damage, downed lines and trees on buildings. The electric company has told us it will 
be one and a half to two weeks until power is restored. Without power or water, we 
are forced to cancel next week and weekends group reservations. Lakewood Retreat 
guest services will work with those affected by these cancellations.”

October 21, 2024:  “We are getting ready to reopen for this November, but need 
your help to make it happen. Despite the hard work & labor that is being completed 
at Lakewood by volunteers & staff, we are in great financial need to help us recover 
what was lost in group income, during cancellations from both hurricanes, Helene 
& Milton. Our loss of income continues to grow in excess of $60,000 as we wait to 
reopen for ministry November 1, 2024.” Read more and donate here: Help us recover.

https://www.sprucelake.org/directors-update/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/PLEASE-HELP-US-RECOVER.html?soid=1104469357436&aid=Qz2CWyb3V1A

