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MCA Connect Calls
Quarterly, one-hour Zooms 

Format: Part large group, part 
breakout room by kindred 
group and/or preferred topics of 
discussion. 

A chance to connect with MCA 
peers around topics you care 
about. Come with your ideas. 
Topics will be set by those present 
on the first call. 

Dates/Times:
Call 1: Friday, May 10: 1pm- EST, 
12pm- CST, 11am- MST, 10am- 
PST
Call 2:  Thursday,  August 8th: 
2pm- EST, 1pm- CST, 12pm- MST, 
11am- PST
Calls 3:  November (TBD)
Call 4:  February (TBD)

Zoom links will be emailed one 
week prior to current* MCA 
camps/organizations.

*This is a great time to check if 
your annual dues have been paid
Not sure? email: olivia.bartel@
campmennoscah.org

MCA CONNECT!MCA CONNECT!

More on page 2   

I love a good MCA getaway! Letting go of the never-ending to-do list back at camp is 
a healthy reminder to me that I’m not powerful enough to screw up God’s plan and 
God will make sure that work gets done when I get back. It is so much more fun to do 
this by experiencing a MCA camp I haven’t been to yet and gathering with MCA peeps. 
It’s like an extended family gathering where you catch up with seasoned members and 
gain new friendships. We share campus struggles and we don’t always walk away with 
a solution. We just enjoy the “us too” response and then throw friendly jibes at the 
other team’s jeopardy answers. It’s just the best time; the more, the merrier! 
	 ~ Ashley Litwiller, Menno Haven Camp & Retreat Center, Illinois

MCA conferences have always been a wonderful opportunity to connect with staff 
from other MCA camps.  The time at Camp Squeah was no exception!  Loved the 
get-to-know you games which helped me get to know the names of nearly everyone 
and created great connecting points throughout the conference. Always value the 
opportunity to see how other camps do things and glean ideas for improvements.  Also 
enjoyed eating new foods (including things in the wild), the Kairos blanket exercise 
was powerful, afternoon sessions were insightful and appreciated being challenged by 
April regarding self-care and soul care.  Not to mention that exploring their beautiful 
setting was great soul and self-care!
	 ~ Cheryl Mast,  Amigo Centre, Michigan

2024 MCA BI-NATIONAL RE-CAP2024 MCA BI-NATIONAL RE-CAP
Nearly 40 MCA member camp staff 
traveled thousands of miles to gather 
in southwest British Columbia at 
Camp Squeah for the 2024 MCA Bi-
National Gathering on March 11-14.

Warmly welcomed by the Camp 
Squeah staff, nurtured by speaker 
April Yamasaki and energized by 
connecting with fellow MCA camp 
staff, it was a wonderful time of being 
together in a beautiful setting. 

Camp Squeah
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Amigo Centre, Sturgis, MI, www.amigocentre.org

The end of an era...
The building at Amigo that served as the hub of so much from 1964 to 
2021, is now gone. Known by many names, used for so many purposes, 
and expanded multiple times.  The Office, Store, Program Office, Staff 
Lounge, Ski Shack, Canteen, and Health Center are a few of the names.

Originally built to serve as the Office for the director and summer 
staff, the building was expanded in 1974 to include a staff lounge/ski 
shack and an open pavilion/”canteen” for serving summer camp snacks.  
In 1988 the office spaces were renovated, and then in 1992 when the 
Retreat Center was built the office spaces for the executive director 
and office manager were moved to the Retreat Center.  In 1995 the 
open pavilion was closed in and another 10 feet was added to the 
length of the building to create a larger summer staff lounge/meeting 
area and increased office space for program staff. The building became 
known as the Program Office (or more affectionately the PO) and was 
always a hub for lots of activity and the cement steps were consistently 
a gathering space for summer camp and Outdoor Education groups.

On August 12, 2021 this key facility sustained significant damage in 
the 70 mph wind storm, and in March 2024 demolition happened, but 
not before salvaging much from the building.  Amigo is thankful for the 
friends who graciously gave generously of their time in helping with the 
salvaging and the demolition. 

Thankfully the memories of this significant space will live on, and the 
demolition opens new opportunities as Amigo moves forward.

2024 MCA BI-NATIONAL RE-CAP, Cont.2024 MCA BI-NATIONAL RE-CAP, Cont.
From April Yamasaki’s blog post following the MCA Bi-National Gathering:
“Last week I had a wonderful time at the binational gathering of the 
Mennonite Camping  Association.  What a privilege to meet with 
such a dedicated and fun group of people from camps across Canada 
and the United States! We walked, hiked, gathered for worship and 
workshops, enjoyed delicious meals and snacks, and connected with 
one another at beautiful Camp Squeah in Hope, B.C.

I had been invited to offer four keynote sessions on soul care and 
nurture for camp staff. And since my articles on self-care are among the 
most popular on When You Work for the Church [blog], I’m sharing 
my outline below along with the group’s ideas for self-care at work 
and how good self-care can be good community care. Their responses 
give a window on the world of camp ministry and some great ideas 
on self-care for anyone, so please read on. “ Click to continue reading. 

Right: The Camp Friedenswald (MI) staff had extra time on the last day of 
the gathering to hike up into the mountains on the Camp Squeah trails, the 

views and experiences did not disappoint the Midwest hikers!

https://whenyouworkforthechurch.com/2024/03/19/soul-care-and-remembering-gods-wonders/

