MENNONITE CAMPING ASSOCIATION
MCA GATHERINGS MCA CONNECT CALL RECAP

SAVE THE DATE Matt Graybill opened our call with a very relatable devotion about “Running the Race”
for the 2025 Regional and verses in Romans 5: 3-4. A reminder to take time to trust in the Lord and lean
Gatherings into community to get us to our finish lines. Thanks for the encouragement!
March 10-12, 2025 After introductions, MCA Members asked their “Burning Questions” and staff offered
West/Midwest Regional ideas/what they do about these topics:
at Amigo Centre, + Lice protocol
Sturgis, Ml

» Staffing & Mental health accommodations (eg: accommodations/time-off,
interviewing for awareness of mental health history, self-care plans)

* EAP Program (Employee Assistance Program)

* Hiring a Counselor getting their Masters in Mental Health

March 24-26, 2025
Eastern Regional
at Williamsburg Christian Retreat

Center, Toano,VA
Mental Health resources shared:

* ASIST Training (Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training) https://livingworks.net/

REC RU |T| N G training/livingworks-asist/
* Red Cross Training: https://www.redcross.org/take-a-class/coronavirus-information/
psychological-first-aid-online-course
2024 FALL RECRUITING * National Child Trauma Stress Training: https://learn.nctsn.org/course/index.
phplcategoryid=1 |
Nov. 6 - EMU * PTSD Training: https://www.ptsd.va.gov/professional/continuing_ed/psych_firstaid_
Nov. 7 - Bluffton University training.asp

Nov. 8 - Goshen College
Other topics discussed:

Nov. I'l - Hesston College 2024 Summer Camp enrollment: some up, some down, majority of camps were flat.
Nov. 12 - Tabor College
Nov. |3 - Bethel College Summer Staffing:

International Staff: Mennonite Central Committee SALT program and https://www.
Mark your calendars! Contact campamerica.com/about-the-program.asp
Olivia at olivia.bartel@ Staff Pay: everyone on the call pays weekly stipends that vary from $150 to $500
campmennoscah.org for more (Canadian/leadership staff)

information or to attend.
This call was well worth the hour investment! We all walked away smarter, more
satisfied, happier and blessed!

Mark your calendar to join the next quarterly MCA Connect Call!
Tuesday, January 7, 2025 at 2:30 EST; 1:30 CST, 12:30 MST, 11:30 PST.

CAMP UPDATES

Spruce Lake, Canadensis, PA, sprucelake.org

Spruce Lake Initiates “True North Adventure”

Spruce Lake’s Outdoor School began in the spring of 1987, and for 37 years has
served the Christian school community with impactful nature-based curriculum and
adventure programming. At the close of the 2024-2025 school year next May, Spruce
Lake will be retiring this program. As we close Outdoor Education, schools will have
an opportunity to participate in our new True North Adventure program beginning
in the 2025-2026 academic year. This program will be more similar to an educational
youth retreat with Spruce Lake serving as the host. With updated programming and
schedules, multiple schools can be served at once through large group activities such
as worship and rec games, and through smaller group activities such as hikes and
educational programming. True North Adventure will provide schools, groups and
homeschool associations with the educational resources they’ll need for a well-
rounded, cost-effective experience that allows multiple schools to be present at the
Amigo Park (Amigo Centre) same time.
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